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OFFICE OF BAR COUNSEL

STATE BAR OF NEVADA,
Complainant,
VS. PUBLIC REPRIMAND

BRYAN C. HUNT, ESQ.,
NEVADA BAR NO. 11163

Respondent.
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TO: Brian C. Hunt Esq.

704 SE 54" Ave.

Portland, OR 97215

You had the misfortune of accepting employment as a lawyer with an entity called The
Public Interest Law Firm (“PILF") founded and run by Alaska licensed attorney William Breck.
Initially unknown to you, PILF attempted to capitalize on the misfortune of financially
distressed homeowners by promising to join them in a non-existent mass-joinder lawsuit for
a fee.

PILF advertised that it practiced primarily in the area of assisting struggling
homeowners regarding their troubled mortgages. The law firm represented to clients that for
a fee they would be included in a multi-joinder or mass-joinder lawsuit against their lender
and that the lawsuit would prevent a foreclosure. In fact, the representations of the law firm
to its clients were false. There was no such multi-joinder or mass-joinder lawsuit. The

homeowners were never included as plaintiffs in any multi-joinder lawsuit, yet the law firm

charged and retained legal fees anyway.
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By your conduct, you assisted the out-of-state attorney in engaging in the
unauthorized practice of law in the State of Nevada. You failed to conduct an adequate
inquiry into the legal status of the out of state attorney or the activities of the law firm.
Therefore, you have violated Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct 5.5(a)(2) which states,
‘A lawyer shall not... assist another person in the unauthorized practice of law.” For this
violation, you have accepted responsibility.

In mitigation, it is understood that the out of state attorney, with the aid of his non-
attorney associates, created a false appearance of legitimacy. The State Bar's investigation
did not produce evidence that you profited from the activities of the out of state attorney or
the law firm. You have cooperated with the State Bar's investigation.

In a time such as this, when many people have been financially injured by a severe
economic downturn, it is incumbent upon attorneys to be ever vigilant of those who may not
be well intentioned, and who may seek to harm the least advantaged among us.

Every lawyer is responsible for observance of the Rules of Professional Conduct.
Neglect of even the least of these responsibilities, and those unintended consequences
occasioned therefrom, may compromise the independence of the profession and the public
which it serves.

In light of the foregoing, you have violated Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct
5.5(a)(2) (assisting in the unauthorized practice of law) and are hereby PUBLICLY
REPRIMANDED.

Dated this 17'" day of April, 2013.

By: ( )
Darren-temieux, Esq.
Formal Hearing Panel Chair

Northern Nevada Disciplinary Board
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