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BAR G o i
STATE OF NEVADA NOV 21 2017

SOUTHERN NEVADA DISCIPLINARY BOASE?./EIE E/A& OE\_:T}:VADA

e

BYi £ F =

) OFFICE OF BAR COUNSEL
STATE BAR OF NEVADA, )
)
Complainant, )
)

Vs. ) PUBLIC REPRIMAND

PHILLIP TRENCHAK, ESQ., )
Nevada Bar No.9924, )
)
Respondent )

TO:  Phillip Trenchak, Esq.
c¢/o Danny Lovell, Esq.
1212 S. Casino Center Blvd
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Grievance Files OBC16-1445

On Wednesday, November 1, 2017, a Hearing Panel of the Southern Nevada Disciplinary
Panel convened to determine whether your representation of your clients violated the Rules of
Professional Conduct.

In this matter you agreed to represent your client in a personal injury case which resulted
from a motor vehicle accident. The client in this matter was referred to your office by the client’s
treating physician. Initially the client was signed up by Elizabeth Zagajeski (a suspended Nevada
lawyer) while at the treating physician’s office. RPC 5.3 (Responsibilities Regarding Nonlawyer
Assistants) prohibits a non-lawyer assistant from signing retainer agreements on behalf of
attorneys without the presence of a lawyer in good standing. In addition to the retainer agreement,
your client also signed a power of attorney which allowed your office to settle the matter without

the client signing the settlement sheet.
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On August 25, 2016, your client was contacted by another non-lawyer staff member who
advised him that his case had settled and that he could pick up a check in the amount of $2,000
from Respondent’s office.

There is significant disagreement as to whether your client orally agreed to settle the case
in the manner your office ultimately settled the case; nonetheless it is uncontested that your office
used the aforementioned power of attorney to settle the case without your client’s written
acquiescence. RPC 1.4 (Communication) dictates that at a minimum you should have obtained

unambiguous authorization before settling a client’s case.

DATED this / = day of November, 2017.

k@/ m’A / 1%, ém{//

Robert Caldwell'Esq.,
Chair Formal/?learmg Panel
Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies a true and correct copy of the foregoing PUBLIC

REPRIMAND was deposited via electronic mail to:

1. Robert J. Caldwell, Esq. (Panel Chair): rcaldwell@klInevada.com;

CColucci@KINevada.com (COURTESY COPY)

2. DanJ. Lovell, Esq. (Counsel for Respondent Philip J. Trenchak): dan@lvlitigation.com

(S

Jason R. Dworin, Esq. (Assistant Bar Counsel): jasond@nvbar.org

And deposited for certified mailing addressed to:

Philip J. Trenchak, Esq.
c/o Danny Lovell, Esq.
1212 Casino Center Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: 7016 1970 0000 9930 9845

DATED this 22" day of November, 2017.

B’y /0

lanaL Chaf?ee an@&ployee of
the State Bar of Nevada.




